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Panel and Breakout Session Summaries 
 

Panel Presentations 
 
Panel 1: Ethical Considerations of Unparalleled Technologies 
This panel presentation is conducted by the Army War College’s Futures Seminar. Panelists and 
topics include: Lieutenant Colonel Chris Korpela “A Case for Autonomous Weapons” and 
Lieutenant Colonel Eric Van Den Bosh “What is the Impact of Technologies on Trust? Will You 
Have an AI S2?” Moderator will be Dr. Samuel White, Deputy Director of the Center for 
Strategic Leadership at the Army War College 
 
Panel 2: Moral Injury and Implications of Advanced Technologies 
This panel presentation is conducted by the Army War College’s Futures Seminar. Panelists and 
topics include: Chaplain (Colonel) James Boggess “Possibility of Moral Injury with Increased 
Technologies” and Colonel Jason Wesbrock “Do the Advantages of Technology Outweigh the 
Moral Implications?” Moderator will be Dr. Charles Pfaff, Professor of the Professional Military 
Ethic, Army War College 
 
Panel 3: Character Development of the Future Force 
This panel presentation is conducted by the Center for the Army Profession and Ethic. Panelists 
and topics include: Colonel John Vermeesh “The Army’s Emerging Character Development 
Framework,” Colonel James Cook “Future Warfare Practices and the Impact of Character” and 
Dr. Don Snider “Character as Manifested in Leadership and the Development of Trust for 
Mission Command.” Moderator will be Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Peter Dissmore, CAPE 
Ethicist. 
 

Breakout Sessions 
 
Major Tarrence Allen – Cyber As This Generation’s Atomic Bomb 
The U.S. must lead the discussion in the international community before technological 
proliferation threatens rouge states using our generation’s version of the atomic bomb.  This 
presentation seeks to narrow the advancing technology in order to explore the similarities 
between cyber warfare usage and the atomic bomb. The threat from the atomic bomb was the 
fulfillment of Clausewitz’s “total war.” Weaponizing the cyber domain without clear limitations 
and codified punishments will result in total war. 
 
Major Corbett Baxter – Lethal Remotely Piloted Aircraft 
Since its height in the summer of 2013, public concern about the use of Remotely Piloted 
Aircraft to lethally target individuals has waned.  This decrease in public interest comes despite 
the fact that none of the issues raised at the time have changed.  Significant questions remain 
concerning the legality, morality, efficacy, and the long-term implications of the use of these 
weapons.  First, this presentation looks into the legal framework used to justify the lethal 
application of RPAs.  Next, it examines lethal strikes through the lens of Just War Theory before 
transitioning to an evaluation of their efficacy.  Finally, this presentation evaluates the long-term 
foreign and domestic implications of U.S. RPA policy with an eye towards the potential of future 
conflict.        
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Dr. Richard Berkebile – Secession and Jus Ad Bellum  
Secession and Jus Ad Bellum addresses the ethical considerations of a future employment of the 
armed forces to suppress a secession attempt from the United States. The article explores 
primary and remedial right secession theories and their application to the American context and 
concludes by arguing in the absence of civil remedies, military suppression of secession is just. 
 
Major John Brock & Dr. Dan Cox – How and Why Robotic War Will Erode Moral 
Considerations 
Foreign policy leaders in the United States are growing increasingly entranced with the prospect 
of removing human Soldiers from the battlefield and replacing them with robotic means of 
warfare.  Perceived domestic political pressures of a public intolerant of casualties make such 
move more politically practical.  However, as the battlefield truly empties, the moral 
considerations surrounding war will slowly start to erode. This presentation explored the moral 
impact of robotic wars. 
 
Colonel (Retired) Anthony Dean – Ramadi Declassified 
This presentation will use the battle for Ramadi as a case study to discuss ethics in combat and 
the constant pressure of ethical erosion. The men and women of Task Force Conqueror saw some 
of the heaviest urban combat in Iraq, against a shadowy enemy who preferred improvised 
explosive devices and sniper fire to standing toe to toe and fighting. It quickly became clear that 
street fighting with insurgents was not the path to victory. Something more was needed. What 
happened next was the turning point in the Iraq War and an epic story of combat, courage, 
leadership and diplomacy that broke the back of al Qaeda in Iraq and wrote a new chapter in the 
course of Middle East history. 
 
Mr. Nils Erickson & Dr. Shawn Cupp - You Can't Say No:  or Find a Way to Say Yes 
Many in the U.S. Army would believe that the topic of lying or even suggesting that lying 
happens often would take it as an affront to the Army Profession.  However, as some studies 
over the past decade recommend, acknowledging that a problem exists is the first step in solving 
that problem.  Again, even acknowledging that senior leaders ask for information and expect 
more often than not the answer of yes to all queries.   
 
Chaplain (Major) Farmer, Rob – The Moral Dimension of Projecting American National 
Power 
This presentation focuses on current United States military recruiting trends analysis which 
entices generation X and Y entry in the military. Morality’s effect on projecting U.S. national 
power is drawn from existing studies of national power, the study of truth, social justice, and 
personal ethics. The conclusion is that by exploring peoples’ concept and use of truth, 
fairness/justice, and interaction with authority yields concrete lessons that can be applied to 
increase the efficacy of current counseling and coaching models to develop future leaders as well 
as decrease frustration and friction in dynamic, divergent leader-subordinate relationships. 
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Major Shelley Farmer – The Ethical Duty to Combat Mexican Border Security Issues 
In the next decade, America must be prepared to engage the non-conventional threats that seek 
entrance through the Southwest border.  The security of the United States and its citizens may 
depend on it.  For this reason, the Department of Defense has an ethical duty to devote its 
military’s resources to combat the Mexican drug cartels and shut down the illicit pathways to 
non-conventional threats at the borders of the United States. If terrorists exploited the pathways 
developed by the drug cartels, the United States could face a significant challenge to defend the 
Southwest border. The Department of Defense has the capability to prevent the use of illicit 
pathways by terrorists and enemies of the United States.  
 
Major Samuel Gilstrap – Millennial Generation is Affecting Irregular Warfare 
Why is the millennial generation attracted to the ISIL cause? Millennials across the globe are 
being mobilized in support of the global ISIL cause. They are traveling to Syria, Iraq, 
Afghanistan and North Africa. They are acting in the role from normal fighters to technical 
experts in social media and cyber warfare. They also create a significant risk to their home nation 
as a homegrown threat. Millennials are the first “Global Generation.” The internet and social 
media has given them access to the world. 
 
Major Dorothye Farrar – Ethical Implications of Forced Removal 
Promises, Preponderance, Politics, and Provisions; a look at the historic event of the forced 
relocation of the Cherokee. Through the PMESII model and application to planning processes, 
future similar operations can be planned more efficiently.   
 
Major Joel Funk – Syrian Refugee Crisis 
The Syrian refugee crisis is a humanitarian disaster of epic proportions. What are the strategic 
ramifications of the crisis? What are the ethical issues at hand? Building on preexisting academic 
research, literature, and empirical evidence I will make an argument for action within the bounds 
of pragmatism and ethics. 
 
Chaplain (Major) Josh Gilliam – Conflict and Islam  
This presentation explores the Ethics of takfir (excommunication) through a survey of the surah 
9. Although there are compelling strategic reasons for divorcing Islamists from Islam, there are 
dangers as well. The author suggests that in order for the Armed Forces to understand salafi-
jihadist, we must consider the Qur'an basis of their behavior (ethics).  
 
Major Harkous Hasan – The Role of Social Media in the Arab Spring 
The study presentation examines the Islamic State’s (IS) use of social media to launch its 
message and expand its propaganda to the world. IS focuses on the Syrian Arab Spring 
revolution that started in 2011 as a foundation of tacit and explicit support of some Syrian people 
to evolve into a reorganized terrorist group. This study assesses the capabilities of IS using social 
media platforms to be a sophisticated organization driven by religious and political ideas to 
create an Islamic Caliphate. 
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Major Francisco Hernandez – A Leader's Duty in Tragedy and Loss 
The loss of a loved one is harrowing for those Gold Star and Next of Kin family members left 
behind. Following these tragedies, the surviving families have multiple avenues to seek support 
as they work through their loss and cope with grief. However, a key figure to their healing 
remains underutilized, the military leader. In this discussion, we will examine the leader's role in 
supporting these families, if leaders are prepared for this responsibility, and what we can do to 
improve both as we prepare for future warfare that is sure to include the loss of life. 
 
Dr. Prisco Hernandez – Rethinking Jus Ad Bellum 
The idea of the just war has lost much of its former influence among twenty-first century 
policymakers due to a large measure to the belief that modern forms of war make it irrelevant. 
Close examination suggests that this is not true. The present presentation is an attempt to restore 
the idea of the just war as a manifestation of natural law and jus gentium and demonstrates its 
continued relevance even under changed conditions." 
 
Major Jonathan Holm – Rethinking the Ethical Framework 
The world is too intricate for anyone, especially an Army leader, to strictly adhere to a singular 
moral code. Virtue ethics, duty ethics, mission ethics, objectivism, and subjectivism each have 
pros and cons. In order to account for these pros and cons, my moral philosophy is guided by a 
magnetic field approach to virtues, duty, and mission ethics and by the interplay between 
objectivism and subjectivism.  These two mental models allow for a nuanced appreciation for 
morality in a complex world filled with ethically imperfect situations. 
 
Dr. Erik Jens – Special Oversight Challenges in National Security Interrogations 
This presentation therefore proceeds from an assumption that a strategically and politically 
viable interrogation doctrine—even for the most sensitive interrogation operations—must remain 
humane, not physically coercive or otherwise brutal, and in full accord with domestic and 
international law. Almost every interrogation practice that has departed from these standards—
whether conducted by military interrogators in wartime, or by civilian security and intelligence 
agencies—has failed, despite some temporary tactical successes, to support long-term, strategic 
victory. 
 
Dr. Jack Kem – Individual and National Responsibility To Protect  
The "Responsibility to Protect," or R2P, as defined by the international community, is an 
sovereign obligation that relates directly to States to protect their citizens from genocide and 
mass atrocities. In the past decade, this "Responsibility to Protect" has extended to the 
international community when States fail to fulfill their obligation. R2P, therefore, is considered 
only at the "nation-state" level. This presentation will address how the concepts in R2P should 
also be considered as an individual obligation to intervene when instances of genocide or mass 
atrocities occur. The presentation also compares and contrasts R2P with Just War Theory parallel 
concepts of Jus ad Bellum (as a nation-state concern) and Jus in Bello (as an individual concern).  
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Captain Kenneth King – Targeted Killings (Assassinations) 
“Assassination on the Conventional Battlefield” explores the moral issues surrounding targeted 
killing and assassination U.S. Forces may have to grapple with in a future war against a near-
peer competitor. The norms surrounding concepts of 'combat neutrality' and soldier immunity 
may be changing based on GWOT models of targeting specific persons in combat. Among other 
related topics, this seminar will explore questions regarding the use of technological advances in 
precision targeting and intelligence to lower the threshold required to win the next war. 
 
Major Timothy Middleton – Cyber: Employing Ethically Sound and Trusted Agents for 
the Future (Millennial Generation) 
Equipping the U.S Military to understand ethical implications of technological warfare requires 
changing assumptions that, in the current environment, are false. People working on cyber 
security today, constitute the greatest threat.  The assumption that those tasked with coding our 
technologies will continue to be trustworthy is not a reality.  For them, this is not an ethical issue. 
Millennials, currently the youngest citizens entering military service, have shown no ability to 
adjust moral values as careers progress and have a breathtaking lack of allegiance. This 
presentation will discuss the idea that the point of view of current policy makers for national 
cyber issues and senior military leaders is in direct conflict with Millennials worldview.  
 
Kailah Murray – The Commander's Dilemma: Using Ethical Denial and Deception 
Ethics has become a crucial area of research and study as the military moves into a world hyper 
aware of political correctness, international opinion, and legal issues. A subject not routinely 
examined in relation to ethics is denial and deception. Denial and deception has played a crucial 
role in military operations at multiple levels since the inception of warfare.  The purpose or 
intended goal of this article is two-fold: first, to make us aware of the ethical consequences when 
utilizing denial and deception, and second, to suggest ways in which future operations may be 
viewed through an ethical framework. 
 
Captain Matthew Pride – Ethical Critique of Remotely Piloted Aircraft in Modern 
Warfare  
This presentation is an ethical critique for the use of remotely piloted aircrafts in war according 
to the legal framework of international regulations and customs and the tradition of Just War 
theory. Specifically, my presentation will answer the question, "Does the U.S. Government 
violate Jus in Bello in its use of remotely piloted aircrafts to conduct military strikes?" This 
discussion is an unclassified discussion and is based strictly on open source material concerning 
drone warfare. As such, the article is a primer for discussion, as opposed to being a tool for 
policy formulation. 
 
Antonio Raimondo – Application of Law on Detainees  
This breakout session will cover:  The legal and ethical issues relating to the treatment and 
prosecution of detainees who have committed terrorist acts against the United States.  It includes 
a discussion of the current conflict environment and how it impacts the status of detainees, which 
determines their legal and ethical treatment.  It will do so by explaining applicable international 
and federal law, to include U.S. Supreme Court decisions, in this area. 
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Chaplain (Major) Anthony Randall – Transformational Moral Leadership 
We live in a complex world requiring transformational moral leaders who in a complex and 
ambiguous environments operate with moral courage, moral reasoning and moral empathy. Such 
leaders see the human potential in those they lead rather than utilizing them as human equity to 
accomplish simple transactional tasks. Elevating, expanding, refining and forging human 
potential are the means to the transformational moral leaders’ telos. Transformational Moral 
Leadership elevates, expands, refines and forges leaders of excellence through moral courage, 
moral reasoning and moral empathy. This presentation will explore how initial entry training at 
Fort Benning, Georgia develops transformational moral leadership in new military leaders. 
 
Bruce Roeder – Is the Just War Tradition Good Enough As a Framework for Future 
Warfare? 
The Just War Tradition is little more than a lucky rabbit's foot talisman invoked by various 
western powers to justify and rationalize aggressive military behavior. Moreover, the US military 
services move toward a multi-domain operating concept for future warfare for which the JWT is 
an even poorer fit. The US Army in particular plans to fight the future war according to its 
doctrine of Mission Command based upon mutual trust and shared understanding, disciplined 
initiative, and prudent risk which belies the Army's current ignoring of  JWT's overarching moral 
framework and endangers its complete irrelevance in the future. Unless the JWT - which has 
been resiliently adapted and reapplied over the centuries - can be adequately modified by the 
current generation of military thinkers, the future of war will become unmoored from the 
tradition.  
 
Major Tennille Scott & Dr. Shawn Cupp - Ethics in Hacktivism 
The hacktivist is the most vocal in cyberspace, are non-state actors, and motivated by other 
means separate from ideology and politics.  Beyond being and maintaining anonymity and broad 
dedication to the free flow of information Anonymous (and groups like them) have no consistent 
philosophy or political agenda.  Understanding the ethical construct of hacktivists will assist in 
leveraging those areas within cyberspace that we can manage or in small segments dominated for 
short periods. 
 
Colonel (Retired) David Shunk – Enhanced Soldier of the Near Future 
The super soldier is on the way—maybe not tomorrow, but soon. As technological inventions are 
changing our society, so will technology ripple through our battlefields and soldier ethics. 
Soldier enhancement possibilities are often discussed, but less so are the ethical challenges of the 
new technologies. In the near future, science and technology will offer In the near future, science 
and technology will offer many startling choices to enhance or equip the soldier. Like any 
innovation in warfare, the Army must discuss the ethics of enhancing soldiers. 
 
Major Jesse Tafoya – Ethics and Nanotechnology 
Through nanotechnology, we could use biological and chemical markers to eliminate only 
fighting age males within a particular geographic location. We could kill combatants without 
damaging infrastructure and natural resources. However, the mechanism of injuries and resulting 
death would be the same as with chemical and biological weapons. How would the application of 
the ethical triangle play out? Does the greater good for non-combatants outweigh the “needless” 
pain and suffering of the enemy’s fighting force? Additionally, is there an ethical dilemma with 
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using predictive algorithms and an artificial neural network to select and kill targets without a 
human making the final decision? Despite rigid perceptions, ethics are fluid and endlessly 
changing. The military’s current leadership needs to begin a deliberate effort to match ethical 
considerations with the rapid pace of emerging technology. 
 
Chaplain (Major) Jason Unsworth – Ethical Issues in Developing the Third Offset Strategy 
This presentation considers the diverse ethical issues surrounding militarized biotechnologies 
that may fall under the so-called “Third Offset Strategy.” As the Third Offset Strategy proposes 
the funding and development of technologies within the fields of robotics, autonomous systems, 
miniaturization, big data, and advanced manufacturing – it is worth looking into the ethical 
dilemmas such technologies may present, especially as those technologies interface with human 
subjects. Of special interest are such biotechnologies as miniaturized implants and technologies 
that involve human-machine cognitive teaming, such as militarized exoskeletons and the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. Such technologies present crucial bioethical problems as we consider not 
only their strategic value, but also the possible harm these technologies may present to human 
subjects and operators. 
 
 
 


